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THE PLAGUE SITUATION. 

PORTO RICO. 

No case of plague has occurred in Porto Rico since the one reported 
at La Perla September 12. The total number of human cases reported 
to the present time remains 57. 

During the week ended September 14 two plague-infected rats were 
found in Puerta de Tierra. 

CALIFORNIA. 

A plague-infected squirrel was found in Contra Costa County, on 
August 31 and one in. Alameda County September 5. The diagnosis 
in each case was verified bacteriologically. 

HONGKONG, CHINA. 

During the week ended August 3 there were reported in Hongkong 
15 cases of plague with 13 deaths. 



POLIOMYELITIS (INFANTILE PAKALYSIS). 

POLIOMYELITIS TRANSMITTED BY THE BITING FLY, STOMOXYS 

CALCITRANS. 

Prof. M. J. Rosenau, of Harvard University, announced at a 
meeting of the Fifteenth International Congress on Hygiene and 
Demography at Washington, September 26, that he had apparently 
succeeded in transmitting poliomyelitis (infantile paralysis) from 
sick to well monkeys by the bite of the common biting fly, Stomoxys 
caleitrans. He allowed a number of these flies to bite monkeys sick 
with poliomyelitis in various stages of the disease and then later 
allowed these same flies to bite 12 well monkeys. Of the 12 well 
monkeys thus bitten 6 became sick with well-marked symptoms of 
poliomyelitis, and of these, 3 died. Three of the 6 monkeys thus 
infected had diarrhea and symptoms of enteritis during the course 
of the illness. 

The Stomoxys caleitrans resembles in size and appearance the com- 
mon, house fly. It is most frequently found in and around stables. 
It is, however, by no means uncommon in houses. _ It bites animals 
as well as man, and sucks their blood, upon which it feeds. 

Dr. Rosenau concluded from his experiments that, after the virus 
of poliomyelitis is taken into the body of the fly by biting an in- 
fected animal or person, some time must elapse before the fly is 
capable of transmitting the disease, and that the period which must 
thus elapse is probably less than 21 days. 
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